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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative W. William Hutwelker, Michael York and Alternate Liz 
Traynor. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Alternate John Baz-Dresch, Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Hutwelker swore in Liz Traynor as Alternate for the Planning Board, term to expire at Town Meeting 2021. 
 
Others Present:   
Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau, Mike Ploof, Bruce Willard & John DeSantis 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from March 8, 2018 and March 22, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve 
the minutes of March 8, 2018 and the minutes of March 22, 2018. There was a second to the motion by 
Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as having 
potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which can be 
construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Skiba with no further discussion.  All were 
in favor. Motion passed.      
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Subdivision Application 
Robert Lotito wishes to subdivide Tax Map 21, Lot 8 into two lots.  The subject premises are located at 60 Oliver 
Hill Road, situated in the Rural/Agriculture District.   
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Discussion: Mike Ploof from Fieldstone Land Consultants was present to review the plan to subdivide the lot with 
the Board. One lot would be 7 acres and the other would be 9.6 acres.  He noted that since each lot is larger than 
5 acres, there is no need to apply for State permit to subdivide. Ploof reviewed the acreage and setback 
requirements for the Rural/Agricultural District.   He spoke about having a permit for a driveway for the lot that 
does not have a driveway, and that a wetlands permit will be needed for this driveway. He referred to wetlands 
and 125 foot septic setback, and a house could be in a defined area in the plan. The driveway would come across 
the wetlands where it would have a minimum impact.  Page said any approval would be contingent on receiving a 
wetlands permit from the State. The Chair asked the members if there were any further questions or comments 
and there were none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:07 p.m. 



 

Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Draft Minutes 
April 12, 2018 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 
Motion was made by Self to approve the application of Robert Lotito to subdivide Tax Map 21, Lot 8 into 
two lots on property located at 60 Oliver Hill Road situated in the Rural/Agriculture District contingent on 
receiving a wetlands permit from the State Department of Environmental Services. There was a second by 
Skiba. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
New Tenant Application 
Bruce Willard & John DeSantis wish to use the premises situated at 766 West Swanzey Road for an ice cream 
shop.  The property is shown at Tax Map 72 Lot 56-1 situated in the Business District.   
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:08 p.m. 
 
Discussion: Willard and DeSantis were present to state that they wish to open an ice cream shop in the same 
building that was an ice cream shop in the past. Carbonneau added they are adding a small castle structure for 
children to play in. The Chair asked the members if they had further questions or comments and there were none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:09 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the application of Bruce Willard & John DeSantis to use the premises 
situated at 766 West Swanzey Road for an ice cream shop on property shown at Tax Map 72 Lot 56-1 
situated in the Business District. There was a second by Sainsbury. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER APPLICATIONS 
Attached Sign Permit Application 
Lauren’s Barber Shop, LLC wishes to install an attached sign (barber pole) on property situated at 647 West 
Swanzey Road, shown at Tax Map 73, Lot 26 situated in the Business District.  
 
Discussion: Carbonneau said she wasn’t sure that a barber pole qualifies as a sign but the applicant has sufficient 
square footage for an additional sign.  The Chair asked the members for questions or comments and there were 
none. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Lauren’s Barber Shop, LLC to install an attached sign 
(barber pole) on property situated at 647 West Swanzey Road, shown at Tax Map 73, Lot 26 and situated 
in the Business District. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
Modification to previously approved site plan 
Brice Raynor on behalf of Baylev Holdings, LLC request a modification of its previously approved site plan to 
permit the addition of an 8’ x 24’ portable aggregate bin, in addition to the construction of an additional 10’ of 
concrete pad to hold a silo (if necessary). 
 
Discussion:  A brief discussion was held regarding the location of the proposed bin. Johnson asked what the silo 
was for and was told it would hold dry materials.  The Chair asked the members for questions or comments and 
there were no additional comments or questions. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Brice Raynor on behalf of Baylev Holdings, LLC for a 
modification of its previously approved site plan to permit the addition of an 8’ x 24’ portable aggregate 
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bin, in addition to the construction of an additional 10’ of concrete pad to hold a silo (if necessary). There 
was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Discussion – Master Plan update 
Carbonneau noted a need to reschedule Source Water Protection Plan Public Hearing due to mistake by Keene 
Sentinel (non-publication of legal notice).  Public hearing is scheduled for April 26, 2018. Carbonneau said the 
notice has been published this time.  
Carbonneau provided notes to the members regarding permissive versus prohibitory ordinances and the notes 
made by B. Bernard in comparing the present ordinances with the proposed water protection ordinance.  Page 
said that the Board should discuss Bernard’s notes at the April 26th meeting. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting 
Carbonneau said there will be a Chamber of Commerce breakfast meeting Thursday, April 19th, in Jaffrey with 
Peterborough and Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce to meet with the Governor. If anyone is interested in attending 
there is a small fee which the Town will cover.  Contact Carbonneau if you wish to go. 
 
Northern Border Regional Commission 
Carbonneau said she was invited to meet with Senator Shaheen regarding Northern Border Regional Commission 
(NBRC). She said only 4 counties in NH are currently involved: Coos, Sullivan, Grafton, and Carroll counties. She 
said the Commission has funds available for grants which could be applied for if Cheshire County is a member of 
the Commission.  Carbonneau noted economic challenges in Cheshire County and Senator Shaheen is attempting 
to get Cheshire and Belknap Counties included in the Commission.   
 
Carbonneau added that funding resources are limited and the counties in the north are lobbying against 
Shaheen’s intent to add Cheshire and Belknap counties to the NBRC which means potentially less money for 
them.  She recommended that folks speak to Cheshire County State Representatives and get the Governor on 
board in support.  Carbonneau said she would provide more information to the Board members. She said the 
projected economic growth in Cheshire County is second to lowest for the State of New Hampshire and we need 
assistance from the State. She said being part of the Northern Border Regional Commission provides an 
opportunity to receive grant money. 
 
Tourism in New Hampshire 
Johnson spoke about the need to stress tourist attractions in Swanzey like the covered bridges. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 26, 2018 at Whitcomb Hall 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Skiba.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. Motion passed.  
Adjournment occurred at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


